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My Sea Garden Friends 
 

 

When we go down to the sea today 

We’re sure to have some fun           

We’ll dive down deep beside the reef            

We’ll play with everyone   

 

There’s Larry Lobster who looks about 

To see what’s going on 

He marches with his arms stretched out 

Demanding things get done 

 

There’s Mrs. Crab who’s worked all night 

Cleaning out her home 

She does so worry what others think 

She’s always on the phone 

 

There’s Maurie Eel dressed in black 

His hat and tie look cool 

He tells the fish how good he looks 

But they just dart to school 

 

There’s Rocky Ray now home at last 

From yet another trip         

He always has so much to say 

Of famous fish he’s met         

 

There’s Goldie Star who doesn’t care 

To hear where Rocky’s been 

Her mirror says that she’s the one        

The fish all come to see   

 

There’s lots of fish upon the reef 

That come to swim around 

Between the coral and garden beds 

Until the sun goes down 

 

A storm has come and we must go    

And leave our friends beneath 

But dive down deep again someday     

And swim along the reef 

 

 

 

  



Explanatory Notes  
 

Subject:  Sea creatures that live in a coral reef 

Theme/s: Sea life 

  Ocean ecosystems 

  Human society and personality traits 

Mood:  Humorous, fun, satirical 

Persona: Omnipresent narrator 

Description: Each stanza depicts a different sea creature in order to build a cumulative 

picture of the reef 

Style:  Accentual-syllabic verse, light verse, descriptive, satire 

Rhyme: ABCB, ABAB, ABCB, ABCB, ABCB, ABCBABCB, ABCB 

Rhythm: The iambic metre establishes a rhythm similar to the children’s song “The 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic” 

Features: Satire, rhyme, alliteration, descriptive language, anthropomorphism, 

personification, puns 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 
Key language focus:  Word play 

Culminating activity: Explain and illustrate a pun 

 

This poem is the first of three based on a community of animal characters on a reef. In this 

lesson, students are introduced to the reef creatures and deconstruct the different characters. 

They also complete a worksheet about wordplay, identifying homophones and homographs, 

and illustrating a pun.  

 

Students will meet the following ACARA content descriptors for English – Year Three: 

- Distinguish how choice of adverbs, nouns and verbs present different evaluations of 

characters in texts 

- Draw on meaning and context to spell single-syllable homophones 

- Discuss the language used to describe the traits of characters in stories, their actions 

and motivations 

- Make connections between the text and students’ own experience and other texts 

- Make considered inferences taking into account topic knowledge or a character’s 

likely actions and feelings  



Cross-Curriculum Links (ACARA)  

 
- Science 

o Biological sciences 

 Living things can be grouped on the basis of observable features and 

can be distinguished from non-living things 

 Do a study on reef life, for example through the GBRMPA year 

3 ACARA-aligned unit “Exploring the reef” 

 Visit a local reef or rock pools 

- Arts 

o Music 

 Develop aural skills by exploring, imitating and recognising elements 

of music including dynamics, pitch and rhythm patterns 

 Set the poem to music for “The Teddy Bears’ Picnic” 

o Visual arts 

 Use materials, techniques and processes to explore visual conventions 

when making artworks 

 Create an underwater shadowbox or diorama showing a coral 

reef 

 

General Capabilities and Cross-Curriculum Priorities (ACARA) 

 
- Literacy 

o Interpret literal information and make inferences to expand topic knowledge 

using comprehension strategies 

o Differentiate between the language of opinion and feeling and the language of 

factual reporting or recording 

o Use simple, compound and complex sentence structures to describe, explain, 

report and make connections between ideas and events 

o Spell topic words, more complex irregular words, regular words and word 

families containing known letters and letter clusters, and use strategies for 

attempting unknown words 

- Sustainability 

o The biosphere is a dynamic system providing conditions that sustain life 

o All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on 

which they depend for their wellbeing 

 

  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU044
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU044
http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/2988
http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/2988
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAMUM084
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAMUM084
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAVAM111
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAVAM111
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/U11-Reef-Zonation-L1-Modeling-the-Reef-1.pdf
https://www.ehow.com/how_12033706_make-coral-reef-biome-shoebox.html
https://www.ehow.com/how_12033706_make-coral-reef-biome-shoebox.html
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/literacy/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/sustainability/


Extension Activities: 
 

- Do a scientific study on coral reefs. Begin by identifying the living and non-living 

elements of the reef. Identify the different sea creatures and group them on the basis 

of identifiable features, e.g. fish, shellfish, coral etc. Look at the life-cycle of coral 

and discuss the difference between living, once living and products of living things. 

Look at how once living and products of living things contribute to the marine 

ecosystem more widely through the formation of sand etc.  

- If readily accessible, do a science excursion to a local reef or rock pools. Survey the 

different creatures that live there, and group them on the basis of their characteristics. 

- Watch Finding Nemo or The Little Mermaid and compare and contrast the depiction 

of reef life and of different reef creatures. Examine the characterisation and the use of 

puns, for example in the song “Under the sea” from The Little Mermaid. Compare this 

to the characters in the poem and consider whether the characterisations have any 

truth to them.  

- Study the coral reef and create shadowboxes or dioramas to show the ecosystem. 

Describe how the different plants and animals contribute to the reef ecosystem. 

- Have students come up with their own reef creature characters with personalities and 

habits. Ask students to base their characters on research or knowledge of what the 

real-life sea creature is like. Have students illustrate their characters and write a verse 

introducing them in the style of the poem. The new characters could be used for 

further writing or drama activities. 

 

Differentiation Options: 
 

- Listen to “The Teddy Bears’ Picnic” and identify the similarities of rhythm between 

the song and poem. Set the words of the poem to the music of the song and create a 

class performance with students playing different sea creatures. 

- Work through the “It’s a bit punny!” worksheet as a class, modelling activities and 

discussing answers as you go. Alternatively, have students work in mixed-ability 

groups to discuss and complete the activities.  

http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/learn-about-the-reef/resources-by-grade
https://australiapostcollectables.com.au/stamp-collecting-month/reef-safari-lesson-plans
https://australiapostcollectables.com.au/stamp-collecting-month/reef-safari-lesson-plans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC_mV1IpjWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrvkHAxnjzI


Discussion Points 
 

Pre-reading 

- NB. It may be useful to complete the first page of the “It’s a bit punny” worksheet 

before reading the poem. 

- Who has been to the sea? What type of animals live there? 

- What might a “sea garden” be? 

- Have you read/seen any other texts about reef creatures? What were they like? 

 

During reading 

- Stanza 1 

o Have you ever snorkelled at a reef?  

o What does it look like?  

o What type of animals live there? 

o Can anyone spot the alliteration in this stanza? 

o Is there another poem or song that we know that sounds similar to this? Can 

anyone thing what it is? “The Teddy Bears’ Picnic” 

- Stanza 2 

o There’s some more alliteration here. What is it? 

o What is Larry Lobster like? What does he do all day? 

o This description is a bit like a real lobster. Why? 

- Stanza 3 

o What does Mrs. Crab do with her time? 

o Who does she remind you of? 

- Stanza 4 

o Morrie Eel is a pun that uses a homophone. It’s about a type of eel. Does 

anyone know what type of eel this is a pun of? 

o What does Morrie Eel wear? 

o What do the fish think of him? 

o There is another pun here, about fish. Can anyone spot it?  

- Stanza 5 

o Where has Stingy Ray been? 

o What type of life does he have? 

- Stanza 6 

o What type of sea creature is Goldie Star? 

o Do you think there might be a pun here too? What is it? 

o What personality trait is revealed about Goldie Star? 

- Stanza 7 and 8 

o How do we know the reef is a nice place to visit? 

 

Post-reading 

- What do the sea creatures remind you of? 

- Why is the poem funny? 

- What other types of animals might live on a reef?  



Activities 

 

Character 

What he does or says 

(using words from the 

poem) 

How this relates to the 

animal 

What type of person 

does this animal 

represent? 

 

   

 

   

Morrie Eel 

“He tells the fish how 

good he looks” 

He wears black and 

some eels are black. 

Someone who thinks he 

is cool. Maybe a business 

man in a suit? 

 

   

 

   

 

 

Which animal character is most like the real animal? ________________________________ 
 

Why? 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 

Which animal character do you think is funniest? _____________________ 
 

Why? 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________  



It’s a bit punny!  
 

A pun is also called a play on words. It is a way of making a joke by playing 

with the meanings and sounds of words.  

 

One of the most common types of pun is a homophonic pun. It uses homophones to make a 

joke. Other puns use homographs. And some make jokes using rhyme (like the title of this 

worksheet) or similar sounding words. 

 

Can you match these common homophones and do 

a picture for each to show the different meanings: 

 

ate  son 

sun  eye 

see  brake 

ant  sea 

break  eight 

I  aunt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homograph: Words that have 

more than one meaning, e.g. a bat 

can be an animal or a cricket bat. 

Homographs may sound the same, 

like bat, or sound different, like 

bow (to bow down or tie a bow) 

 

Homophone: 

Words that sound the same but are 

spelled differently, e.g. buy and bye 

Can you write down the two 

meanings of these words and put 

a tick next to the ones that sound 

the same? Use a dictionary to 

help you. 

 

Down 

  

Row 

  

Wave 

  

Minute 

  

 

Here is a simple pun: 

 

Why was six scared? Because seven eight nine. 

 

It is funny because eight sounds like ate. So six 

is afraid he might get eaten, like nine.  

 

Is this a homographic or a homophonic pun? 



Here are some puns from the poem. Can you explain why they are funny?  

 

Hint: The first pun is based on words that sound similar but aren’t homophones. The next is a 

homographic pun. And for the last, the word “star” has at least 3 possible meanings. 

 

Morrie Eel  

The fish just dart to school  

Goldie Star  

 

Here is another ocean pun. Can you do two pictures showing the different meanings and 

write a short explanation? 

 

How do you know that the sea likes you? Because it always waves. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meaning One: 
 
 
 
 
 

Meaning Two: 
 
 
 

 

Can you come up with your own pun? Do a punny picture to hang in the classroom. Write 

your pun on some paper with an illustration to match.  

 


