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Mr. Meerkat’s 
 



The Coffee Cup 
 

 

Quick 

Let us inspect 

Your big brother’s lair 

He’s gone out 

There’s no time to spare 

 

Into the darkness Mum and I glared 

How could my brother live in this air? 

No  

It must be some alien  

Living within  

And my brother’s been eaten, 

Poor scruffy Jim  

 

The smell was just awful 

His room an eyesore 

With food gone rotten 

And mess on the floor 

Poor swarming, crawling vermin  

Was I game for more? 

 

Up on a shelf  

A coffee cup I spied 

I remembered it from days gone by 

I took it down 

And looked inside 

Green little mountains of organic slime 

Rising above the lowering tide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ah, a science experiment 

It surely must be 

With so much miserable gooey life 

Trying to survive 

On coffee and sugar 

And a lack of sunlight 

 

Should I steal it away 

And wash the swamp out? 

Or put it back 

And wish his mutant life forms 

Good luck? 

 

 

I suppose I could just call Home Land 

Security, the Department of Defence,  

or NASA. Who looks after nuclear 

waste? 



Explanatory Notes  
 

Subject:  A very messy room 

Theme/s: Cleanliness 

  Teenagers 

  Siblings 

Mood:  Humorous 

Persona: A younger sibling 

Description: 7 irregular stanzas that build a vivid description of Jim’s messy room 

Style:  Free verse, descriptive, light verse 

Rhyme: ABCDC, AABCCDC, ABCBDB, ABBCBDB, ABCDEF, ABCDC, ABCD 

Rhythm: Rhyme draws the reader forward despite the irregular rhythm 

Features: Direct address, descriptive language, rhetorical question, rhyme, metaphor, 

euphemism, exaggeration 

 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 
Key language focus:  Descriptive language 

Culminating activity: Conduct an experiment  

 

This lesson facilitates a science experiment based on the poem. In the experiment, which 

takes 1-3 weeks, students observe the growth of mould and fungi in coffee cups with 

different conditions. The lesson resources guide students through the process of planning an 

experiment, recording results and developing a conclusion. Teachers should follow their 

school’s risk assessment policy to assess the suitability of the experiment for their context.  

 

Students will meet the following ACARA content descriptors for English – Year Six: 

- Bring subject and technical vocabulary and concept knowledge to new reading tasks 

- Use prior knowledge and textual information to make inferences and predictions 

- Ask and answer questions 

 

Students will meet the following ACARA content descriptors for Science – Year Six: 

- Observe the growth of fungi in different conditions 

- Refine questions to enable scientific investigation 

- Follow a procedure to design an experimental or field investigation 

- Use the idea of an independent variable as something that’s being investigated by 

changing it and measuring the effect of this change 

- Share ideas as to whether observations match predictions and discuss possible reasons 

for predictions being incorrect 

- Refer to evidence when explaining the outcomes of an investigation 

- Reflect on and suggest improvements to scientific investigations  



Cross-Curriculum Links (ACARA)  
 

- Science 

o Chemical sciences 

 Changes to materials can be reversible or irreversible 

 Investigating the solubility of common materials, such as sugar, 

salt, instant v real coffee etc 

- Arts 

o Drama 

 Explore dramatic action, empathy and space in improvisations, play 

building and scripted drama to develop characters and situations 

 Have students create a play/skit based on the poem 

o Media arts 

 Explore representations, characterisations and points of view of people 

in their community, including themselves, using settings, ideas, story 

principles and genre conventions in images, sounds and texts 

 Create a media text depicting the visit to the brother’s room 

 

 

General Capabilities and Cross-Curriculum Priorities (ACARA) 
 

- Literacy 

o Compose and edit learning area texts 

o Use simple, compound and complex sentence structures to record, explain, question, 

describe and elaborate ideas and events 

o Use vocabulary, including subject-specific vocabulary from a range of learning areas 

and vocabulary that expresses shades of meaning 

- Numeracy 

o Collect, compare, describe and interpret data as 2-way tables, double column graphs 

and sector graphs, including from digital media 

- Critical and creative thinking 

o Pose questions to clarify and interpret information and probe for causes and 

consequences 

o Reflect on assumptions made, consider reasonable criticism and adjust thinking if 

necessary 

o Assess whether there is adequate reasoning and evidence to justify a claim, 

conclusion or outcome 

o Scrutinise ideas or concepts, test conclusions and modify actions when designing a 

course of action  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU095
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACADRM035
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACADRM035
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAMAM062
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAMAM062
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAMAM062
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/literacy/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/numeracy/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/critical-and-creative-thinking/


Extension Activities:  
 

- As part of a science lesson, investigate the solubility of common materials in water. 

Conduct an experiment looking at the solubility of sugar, salt, flour, yeast, coffee 

(instant vs ground) etc.  

- As part of a drama activity, have students create a skit or play based on the poem. 

They could incorporate elements of an action or military film, such as wearing 

camouflage, commando rolling into the room and using slow motion, to create 

humour. 

- Create a media text, such as a video, based on the poem that uses the conventions of 

the action or horror genre to create humour. See Pinterest – Teenage Bedrooms in 

Movies for inspiration. 

- Consider how teenager’s attitudes and interest’s change and how these may have 

affected the narrator’s brother. Identify the difference between real changes, e.g. 

being reclusive or going out all the time, and those that are common but don’t include 

every teenager, for example, having a messy room.  

- Explore how language is used in the poem to position the reader about the messiness 

of the room. Identify different language techniques that have been used, such as 

exaggeration, irony, descriptive language and metaphor, and their effects. Explain 

why the author has chosen to position the reader in this way and how it contributes to 

the humour in the poem. 

- Read or watch an age-appropriate version of Frankenstein and discuss the idea of 

scientific responsibility. Consider how this concept can be applied to the poem. 

 

 

Differentiation Options: 
 

- Make slime. NB. It is important to follow your school’s risk assessment policy for all 

science activities, and particularly those involving chemicals such as making slime. 

- Create a diorama of the coffee cup from the poem. 

 

 

https://www.homesciencetools.com/article/how-to-make-slime/


Discussion Points 
 

Pre-reading 

- What could this poem be about?  

- What could you write about a coffee cup that would be interesting and fun? 

 

During reading 

- Stanza 1 

o How does this first stanza make you feel? 

o What words, phrases or lines help convey a sense of urgency and excitement? 

o What are they inspecting? 

o What is a “lair”? What normally lives in a lair? 

o Why do you think they’ve called the big brother’s room a lair? 

o Why might they have had to wait until the big brother went out? 

o Who are the characters in the illustration? 

o What does the illustration suggest about the room and the characters’ purpose? 

- Stanza 2 

o What is the first thing we notice about the room? 

o Why might it be so dark? 

o Why wouldn’t he open the curtains and windows? 

o This poem uses lots of rhetorical questions. What is the first one? 

o What does the question tell us about the room? 

o The narrator calls their brother “poor scruffy Jim”. What does this tell us 

about the brother? 

o What does the narrator say must have happened to Jim? 

o Do you think the narrator really believes this? 

o What is he or she trying to tell us by saying it?  

o The narrator doesn’t think their brother could possibly live in the room. This 

suggests the messy room is a new thing. Why might Jim suddenly have a 

messy room?  

- Stanza 3 

o Which senses are used to describe the bedroom? 

o What is an eyesore? 

o Has your parent or guardian ever called your room an eyesore? 

o What do you think the room must look like if it is an eyesore? 

o What is the grossest bit of the room for you? 

o There are also “poor swarming, crawling vermin” in the room. What are 

vermin? 

o Why is the narrator sorry for the vermin? 

o What does this tell us about the room? 

o What language feature does the poet use in the last line of the stanza? 

- Stanza 4 

o Why does the narrator take the coffee cup down? 

o How long do you think the cup has been there?  

o Why?  



o The poet uses a metaphor to describe what is inside the cup. What is it? 

o What do the “green little mountains” represent? 

o What does the “lowering tide” represent? 

o Is this a good description? 

o What does it tell the reader? 

o What do you think was in the cup to start with? 

o How long do you think it’s been there, based on what is inside? 

- Stanza 5 

o What does the narrator say must be in the cup? 

o Do you think it is a science experiment? Why or why not? 

o What is the slime, mould etc growing on? 

o Do you think that is a good environment for slime? 

o What tells us that the narrator doesn’t think it is a very good environment for 

slime? 

- Stanza 6 

o What question is the narrator asking in this stanza? 

o The narrator calls the slime in the cup brother Jim’s “mutant life forms”. How 

does this make us see the slime and the brother? 

o What would you do if you were the narrator? 

o What do you think the narrator’s Mum would say to do? 

- Stanza 7 

o Who does the narrator think they should call? 

o Why might they call the Department of Defence or Homeland Security?  

o Who are NASA? What do they do or look after? 

o Why might they need to call NASA? 

o What is the last rhetorical question? 

o Do you think the stuff in the cup really is a security hazard, an alien or nuclear 

waste? 

o Do you think the narrator really wants to call any of these people? 

 

Post-reading 

- Do all teenagers have messy rooms? 

- Do you think this might be a stereotype? 

- How is this stereotype unfair to teenagers? 

- Do any of you know a teenager with a room like Jim? 

- What is the room like? 

- So do you think the stereotype might be true some of the time? 

- Who do you think has the messiest rooms? Kids, teenagers or adults? 

- Is there anything we can learn from this poem? 

- Do you think the coffee cup was a science experiment? 

- If it were an experiment, what could you measure or investigate? 

- How could you make it into an experiment? 

 



Making a world of my 
own 

 

In the poem, the narrator’s brother created a whole 

swamp, just from a forgotten coffee cup.  

 

You are going to design your own science experiment 

to make your own world. Your goal is to find out what 

are the best conditions for growing a world of your 

own, in a mug. 

 

Let’s get started!  

 

What was actually growing in the cup?  

 

What actually grows on forgotten food and in old cups 

of coffee? 

 

Although it would be nice to invent “mutant life forms” so easily, the things that grow in old 

cups and on old food are usually moulds, yeasts, other types of fungi and bacteria. You see 

most of these things as funny coloured spots and growths, although some, like bacteria, can’t 

be seen at all.  

 

These things are interesting to see in an experiment, but if you touch them and don’t wash 

your hands, you could get sick. You can also get sick from breathing them in or eating them. 

 

What are conditions? 

 

Conditions are things that influence an outcome or result. In this experiment, conditions will 

be the things that decide how much mould etc grows, how quickly and of what type (or 

colour!).   

 

What are some of the conditions that influence whether mould, fungi and yeast will grow in a 

coffee cup? You can use the stanza of the poem above to start you off.  

 

What do you think mould, fungi and yeasts might need to grow?   

 

 

What is your investigation question? 

 

What will you try to work out in this experiment? 

 

How will you investigate this? 

 

Fill in this method with the details of your experiment. 

 
Ah, a science experiment 

It surely must be 

With so much miserable gooey 

life 

Trying to survive 

On coffee and sugar 

And a lack of sunlight 
 



 

Steps Hints 

1. Wash and dry ______________ cups 3 or 5 different sets of 
conditions is a good 
number 
Use plastic cups so you can 
throw them out afterwards 
or to be more sustainable, 
use mugs that can go into a 
dishwasher. 

2. Prepare the cups: 

 Water Sugar Coffee Light  

Cup 1      

Cup 2      

Cup 3      

Cup 4      

Cup 5      
 

Change only 1 or 2 things 
and keep everything else 
the same to design a 
reliable test. 
E.g. Put 1 teaspoon of 
sugar in cup 1, 2 in cup 2, 3 
in cup 3 etc.  
Try to change the things 
you think are most likely to 
influence how much mould 
grows and how quickly. 

3. Place the cups 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

Where you put the cups is 
important. They should all 
have the same temperature 
and amount of air unless 
these are conditions you 
are testing. 
Put the cups all in one spot 
unless you are testing the 
effect of sunlight/no light 
on the mould growth. 

4. Check the cups every day and record the results by 
writing down 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

Make a table to record 
your observations. Write 
down how much mould, 
fungi etc there is each day, 
and the different colours.  
Take pictures of your 
experiment too! 

5. After ____ days finish the experiment. Pack up by 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

How long do you think it 
will take for the mould etc 
to grow? 
Allow at least 2 weeks to 
do the experiment 

 



What do you predict will happen in your experiment?  
 

Explain what you think your results will be and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What safety issues do you need to be aware of when doing the experiment? 

 

 

What dangers are there in the experiment? 

 

 

 

 

 

What will you do to be safe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Findings 

 

Make a table to record the results of your experiment each day. You might need more days 

than this! 

 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 

Cup 1 
    

Cup 2 
    

Cup 3 
    

Cup 4 
    

Cup 5 
    

 



Explanation 

 

Explain what happened in the experiment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think is the answer to your investigation question?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What conditions did you find were best for growing mould, yeast, fungi and bacteria in a cup 

of coffee? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did your experiment do what you predicted it would? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation 

 

What challenges were there in doing the experiment? What went wrong? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What could you do to improve the experiment next time? 

 


