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The Pirate Ship 
 

“Look smart ye swabs” 

Yelled the Captain from the wheel 

“The wind has changed 

We swing about 

This storm will test our keel” 

 

“Ye scallywags 

Climb up the mast 

And tie the sails firm 

Make all secure down below 

We’re running from the storm” 

 

Tom stood upon his pirate bed 

In hat and sword at ready 

He gave his orders to mates below 

Toy pirates on deck all steady 

 

But storms at sea will have to wait 

And to the side drop anchor 

“Ye sailor swabs stand fast, I say 

Me Mum’s just called for dinner” 

 

 

 

  



Explanatory Notes  
 

Subject:  Playing pirates 

Theme/s: Imaginative play 

  Sailing and storms at sea 

  Pirate legends 

Mood:  Playful, fun 

Persona: Omniscient narrator 

Description: 4 stanzas with a change of metre and stanza length after the first two  

Pirate-style vocabulary is used to create atmosphere and setting 

Style:  Free verse, narrative 

Rhyme: ABCDB, ABCDC, ABCB, ABCB 

Rhythm: A quick rhythm is established by one and two syllable words. It creates 

tension as the pirates face the storm. 

Features: Dialect, discourse, personification, symbolism, direct speech, descriptive 

language  

 

 

Lesson Objectives 

 
Key language focus:  Pirate vocabulary 

Culminating activity: Write an ending for the poem 

 

This fun poem provides a great opportunity for students to engage with elements of pirate 

history and legend, including specialised vocabulary. Students begin by completing a 

vocabulary activity that will help them engage with the poem and activities. Lesson activities 

focus on characterisation and how the relationship between Tom and his crew is constructed. 

Students will imagine an ending for the poem and complete a treasure hunt. 

 

Students will meet the following ACARA content descriptors for English – Year Two: 

- Explore how different terms of address are used to signal different kinds of 

relationships 

- Explore how language is used to construct character and setting 

- Imagine an alternative outcome in the original text 

- Build on and use prior knowledge and vocabulary 

- Make  inferences using information in a text and students’ own prior knowledge 

- Use appropriate simple and compound sentences to express and combine ideas 

 

Students will meet the following ACARA content descriptors for HASS – Year Two: 

- Interpret data and information displayed on maps 

- Interpret symbols and codes that provide information 



Cross-Curriculum Links (ACARA)  

 
- HASS 

o Inquiry and skills 

 Researching 

 Sort and record information and data, including location, in 

tables and on plans and labelled maps 

o Create a treasure map 

- Arts 

o Drama  

 Explore role and dramatic action in dramatic play, improvisation and 

process drama 

 Participate in a teacher-led roleplay aboard a pirate ship 

o Visual Arts 

 Use and experiment with different materials, techniques, technologies 

and processes to make artworks 

 Make treasure map art with tea-stained parchment, rough or 

burnt edges and textural landscape features. 

- HPE 

o Communicating and interacting for health and well-being 

 Recognise situations and opportunities that promote health and well-

being 

 Examine water safety and how to be safe at sea 

 Identify and practice emotional responses that account for own and 

others’ feelings 

 Consider how Tom’s crew might feel and brainstorm ways to 

help Tom be a nicer captain and playmate 

 

General Capabilities and Cross-Curriculum Priorities (ACARA) 
- Literacy 

o Navigate, read and view texts with illustrations and simple graphics 

o Interpret and use texts to explore topics, gather information and make some 

obvious inferences using comprehension strategies 

o Compose and edit a small range of learning area texts 

o Identify and use language that expresses feelings and opinions. 

o Use mostly familiar vocabulary with a steady introduction of new vocabulary 

- Numeracy 

o Give and follow directions on maps and diagrams 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHASSI036
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHASSI036
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACADRM027
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACADRM027
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAVAM107
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACAVAM107
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACPPS018
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACPPS018
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACPPS020
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACPPS020
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/literacy/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/numeracy/


Extension Activities:  
 

- This poem would make an excellent component of an extended unit on pirates. 

Students could study pirate history, compare and contrast pirate texts, and participate 

in pirate-based cross-curricula activities. Culminating activities might include writing 

a pirate story or similar, and doing a research presentation on a real-life historical 

pirate.  

- As part of a geography unit on maps, make a map of the school or a school area, e.g. 

the oval. Have students use the map to design their own treasure hunt and then swap 

maps to find the treasure!  

- Have students write and illustrate a more extended story about Tom the Pirate and his 

adventures at sea. Students could create a book of different Tom the Pirate stories, 

giving them opportunity to edit and improve their work, and to make a good copy 

using word processing technology. 

- Study severe weather evens as part of a geography unit. Look at the effect of storms at 

sea and on the coast. Watch videos of other sailors such as Jessica Watson and record 

what storms are like and how sailors survive them. As a culminating activity, students 

could write a guide to surviving a storm at sea, letter to a sailor like Watson or a 

creative text. 

 

Differentiation Options: 
 

- Play ship/sea/shore or similar, altered to suit your class and classroom (Resource 1, 

Resource 2, Resource 3). 

- As a lot of new vocabulary is included in the poem, some students may require a word 

wall or similar made from the information including in the “Talk Like a Pirate” 

activity sheet. This will allow for visual reference while engaging with the poem and 

activities. 

- Study water safety, looking at what is needed to be safe on a boat. 

- Design a physical treasure hunt for students to complete in the classroom, or the 

school. 

- Conduct a teacher-led role play aboard a pirate ship during a storm, using pirate 

vocabulary and encouraging students to characterise themselves as pirates. 

- Ask students to imagine they are playing with Tom, and he is still a bossy, mean 

Captain. Brainstorm ways that students could problem-solve and interact with Tom so 

that they can play together in a kinder manner.  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1672
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1674
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1674
http://www.ultimatecampresource.com/site/camp-activity/ship-shore.html
http://www.gameskidsplay.net/games/mental_games/ship_captain.htm
https://www.dramatoolkit.co.uk/drama-games/item/mime/ship-ahoy


Discussion Points 
 

Pre-reading 

- Complete introductory pirate vocabulary activities (page 108)  

- What is a pirate? 

- What do they do? 

- Have you ever seen or read anything about pirates? What happened?  

- What do you think might happen in this poem? 

 

During reading 

- Stanza 1 

o What is a Captain? What is his job? 

o What is the Captain like? 

o Would you like to work for him? 

o What is a “swab”? 

o What does he mean by “look smart”? 

o What is the wheel for? 

o Why would the ship move (swing) when the wind changes? 

o What is a keel? 

o Will the storm really test it? What does that mean? 

o What is the mood of the poem? Is it exciting? 

- Stanza 2 

o What’s a “scallywag”? 

o What’s a “mast”? 

o Why would you tie up the sails in a storm? 

o Is the storm really chasing them? Then what does it mean? 

- Stanza 3 

o Who is Tom? 

o Is that who you expected the Captain to be? 

o Who are the pirates? 

o What orders did Tom give to the pirates? 

- Stanza 4 

o What happens when you drop anchor? 

o What does “stand fast” mean? What will the sailors do? 

o What is Tom going to do? 

 

Post-reading 

- Have you ever played pirates? 

- Does this sound like a fun game? 

- What do you notice about the words Tom the pirate uses? 

- What type of Captain is Tom?  

- Tom calls his crew lots of names and gives them orders. This shows his relationship 

with them. Can you think of some ways to describe the relationship? 



Talk like a pirate… Arrr 

 

 
 

1. Can you use The Pirate Dictionary to put these sentences into pirate talk? 

a. Hi, my friends! 

b. Cleaners, be quick and change direction. 

c. Stop! Don’t move, kitchen workers. 

d. Be strong and brave. 

 

2. What is the pirate flag 

called? 

3. Where do you steer the 

ship from? 

4. What powers the ship? 

5. How do you stop the 

ship from moving? 

6. What’s the tall pole in 

the middle of a ship? 



Activities 
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77. Tom calls his pirate crew lots of different names. Can you find 4 different 

names for the pirates? 

________     ________     ________     ________ 
 

In
fe

re
n

ti
al

 

78. Do you think these are nice things to be called? ___________ 

79. Circle   the ways you might feel if people called you those names. 
 

     Happy      Excited      Sad      Proud      Important      Angry      Scared      Glad 
 

     Tired      Unimportant      Embarrassed      Nervous      Brave      Jealous 
 

80. The names Tom calls his crew show us that he is Captain. What does it tell us 

about his relationship with them?  

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 
81. Is Tom a real pirate Captain? 
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82. Imagine that Tom comes back from dinner and they sail into the storm. Draw a 

picture of the pirate ship in the storm and write the end of the story. Did they 

survive the storm? What happened? 

 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 



Treasure Hunt 
 

If ye wish to find the pirates’ booty, 

Ye must stand fast and do ye duty. 

X marks the spot that ye must find 

And no swab be left behind. 

 

Pirates use maps to find treasure. There is treasure hidden on this island. Can 

you use the directions and the map to plot your course and find the treasure? 

 
 

1. Leave the pirate ship and land at the point with one palm tree 

2. Go north from the point to a group of 3 trees 

3. Go east to the lake  

4. Go south to the storage shed 

5. Go west over the high rocky mountain and to the dead tree hills 

6. Go south to the edge of the forest 

7. Go west to find where the treasure is hidden  

 

 

 


